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Synopsis    
 
Born	on	a	pool	table	in	his	grandfather’s	bar,	Charlie	Hope	is	a	12-year-
old	boy	coming	of	age	 in	1960s	rural	Oklahoma.	He	 is	a	 lost	boy.	Born	
into	 a	 family	 of	 secrets	 and	 shame,	 Charlie	 is	 both	 desperate	 for	
attention	 and	 praying	 not	 to	 be	 noticed,	 for	 fear	 his	 own	 secrets	 and	
shame	will	be	exposed.	As	he	struggles	to	fit	in,	his	mother,	Ida,	is	lost	in	
a	different	way,	retreating	into	religion	as	a	defense	against	her	shame,	
and	 against	 the	 tragic	 secret	 she	 fears	 may	 be	 discovered.	 Like	 the	
animals	 boiled	 down	 in	 the	 processing	 plant	 of	 the	 title,	 Charlie	 feels	
rendered	 into	nothingness.	Charlie’s	17-year-old	self	watches	as	young	
Charlie	struggles	with	his	isolation	and	the	realization	that	he	is	having	
sexual	feelings	towards	boys.		
	
	

In	time,	Charlie,	now	17,	meets	Dewar,	an orphan,	equally	
alone	as	he	 longs	to	flee	a	brutal	and	heartless	 institution.	
The	 two	boys	 form	a	 tentative,	 then	 intimate	relationship.	
Charlie	 thinks	 that	 he	 has	 found	 love…until	 Dewar	
vanishes.	

	
It	 is	 only	 then	 that	 Charlie	 begins	 to	 heal,	 to	 accept	 himself,	 to	
seek—and	give—forgiveness,	and,	with	help	and	love,	resolves	his	
past	with	 Ida.	 Unsure	 but	 finally	 hopeful,	 Charlie	 finds	 his	 truth	
and	moves	into	a	life	that	is	all	his	own.		

	
Pryor	 Rendering	explores	 the	thorny	relationships	 between	
being	 LGBTQ,	 family,	and	 religion.	LGBTQ	 teens	 still	 face	
endless	difficulties	becoming	their	authentic	selves.	Quite	often	
this	 is	 complicated	 by	 familial	 relationships	 with	 faith	 and	
worship.	Pryor	 Rendering	 tells	 the	 story	 of	 a	 family	 who	
refused	 to	 give	 up	 on	 one	 another,	even	 when	 their	 paths	
seem	irreparably	divergent	from	one	another.	This	is	a	story	for	all	audiences.	Pryor	Rendering	is	about	first	
love,	family,	acceptance	and	the	discovery	that	one	is	not	alone.		

	
Charlie’s	tale	has	a	universality	that	resonates	with	audiences	of	all	
ages.	 It	 holds	 a	 special	 meaning	 to	 anyone	 who	 has	 ever	 felt	
persecuted	 by	 faith	 in	 childhood.	 Pryor	 Rendering	 touches	 the	
hearts	 of	 those	 who	 are	 searching	 for	 who	 they	 are.	 Despite	 the	

gritty	setting	in	rural	Oklahoma	in	the	1960s,	the	book	and	lyrics	are	poetic,	and	this	artistry	is	part	of	the	
emotional	impact	of	this	simple	but	deeply	human	show.		
	
The	cast	includes	7	men	and	4	women.	Some	roles	are	doubled.	It	features	Charlie	at	ages	12	and	17,	his	
mother	Ida,	and	Dewar,	the	17-year	old	boy	who	awakens	Charlie’s	heart.	Supporting	roles	include	Chick,	
Charlie’s	grandfather,	and	various	characters	who	fill	out	the	world	of	Pryor	and	the	other	locations.	This	
musical	is	intended	to	be	performed	in	two	acts	on	a	minimal	set	with	lighting	and	projections	signifying	
time	and	place;	the	music	can	be	presented	simply	with	5	or	more	musicians.	
	
	
	

 

“Brilliant	New	Musical.”		
–	The	Gayly,	10/2/2016	

“‘Pryor Rendering’ is 
an important show.”  

– The Oklahoman, 10/10/2016 

“Engaging	theater.”		
–	Red	Dirt	Report,	10/3/2016	

“Nicely	varied	score.”		
–	Tulsa	World,	1/2/2017	

World Premiere 
A	world	premiere	production	of	Pryor	Rendering	ran	from	September	30	to	October	16,	2016	at	Oklahoma	
City	Repertory	Theatre	in	Oklahoma	City,	OK	and	at	American	Theatre	Company	in	Tulsa,	OK.  

	



	 	 	
	

Pryor Rendering—Why Now? 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

Tanner	Rose	and	Mark	Jammal	as	Charlie	Hope	and	Dewar.	Pryor	Rendering,	
October	2016	

	
• This	 gorgeous,	 intimate	musical	 is	 a	 classic,	 coming	 of	 age	 story	 that	 truthfully	 reflects	 the	 struggles	 of	

young	people	to	find	themselves	in	a	harsh,	unforgiving	culture.	
• Its	message	of	forgiveness	and	love	as	being	essential	to	overcoming	challenges	resonates	with	audiences	

of	all	ages.	
• It’s	particularly	relevant	 to	younger	audiences	(teens-20s)	who	are	driving	the	success	of	shows	through	

social	media,	creating	virtual	(and	sometimes	real)	communities	around	the	shows	that	move	them.		
• The	show	is	scale-able.	 It	can	be	performed	 in	a	variety	of	different	production	sizes	and	scopes	without	

losing	any	of	its	emotional	impact.		
• Pryor	Rendering	is	a	show	that	is	particularly	relevant	at	this	moment	in	history.	Hate	crimes	in	the	U.S.	in	

2017	spiked	17%	higher	than	the	previous	year,	and	are	expected	to	show	an	even	higher	increase	in	2018	
once	the	facts	are	in.	 	As	the	country	is	allowed	–	even	encouraged	--	to	foster	its	basest,	most	selfish	and	
hateful	 impulses,	 each	 faction	 becomes	 more	 entrenched	 in	 its	 own	 beliefs.	 The	 rampant	 tribalism	
prevalent	in	this	country	now	has	not	been	seen	in	nearly	100	years.	As	Hungary,	Poland,	Austria	and	now	
Brazil	 follow	 suit,	 the	 message	 of	 hope,	 forgiveness	 and	 resolution	 of	 conflict,	 which	 Pryor	 Rendering	
imparts,	is	a	sorely	needed	balm	for	a	chaotic,	fragmented	and	fearful	nation.			

• This	is	the	type	of	show	that	inspires	conversation	among	audiences	and	community	engagement.	
	
	
	
	

 
 

“This	is	definitely	a	show	
you	should	not	miss.”	

–	The	Gayly,	10/2/2016	

“Beautiful vocals”  
– The Oklahoman, 10/10/2016 

“An	intriguing,	picaresque	
coming-of-age	story	that	
featured	Schiro’s	nicely	

varied	score.”	
-Tulsa	World,	1/2/2017	

“Most	of	all,	‘Pryor	Rendering’	
is	a	story	of	hope	and	the	
human	experience.”		

–	The	Gayly,	10/2/2016	

“A depth of emotion 
through the beautiful 

lyrics.” 
– The Oklahoman, 10/10/2016 
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More Reviews 
Faith. Friendship. Love. 

And the moment you discover…You’re not alone. 
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Stacey	Logan	and	Julie	Johnson	as	Ida	and	Fay	Rose	in	Pryor	Rendering.	October		
	
	
	
2016	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Garrett	Langley,	Terry	Runnels	and	Stacey	Logan	as	Young	Charlie	Hope,	Chick	and	Ida	
in	Pryor	Rendering.	October	2016	

“Major	amounts	of	
sassy.”	

–	Tulsa	World,	10/13/2016	

“’Pryor Rendering’ 
has played to great 

acclaim”  
– The Oklahoman, 10/10/2016	

“A	joyful	and	
emotional	journey.”	

–	The	Gayly,	10/2/2016	

“Heartbreaking	
honesty.”	

–	The	Gayly,	10/2/2016	

“Charlie	has	
brains	and	heart.”	
–	Red	Dirt	Report,	10/3/2016	

“Joyful	laughter.”	
–	The	Gayly,	10/2/2016	



	 	 	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

		
Rachel	Coloff	and	Tanner	Rose	as	Pauline	and	Charlie	Hope.	Pryor	Rendering,	
October	2016	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
Garrett	Langley,	Grey	Randolph	and	Tanner	Rose	as	Young	Charlie	Hope,	Hunter	and	Charlie	Hope.		Pryor	
Rendering,	October	2016.		

“Most	of	all,	‘Pryor	
Rendering’	is	a	
story	of	hope	and	

the	human	
experience.”		

–	The	Gayly,	10/2/2016	

“Schiro’s	score	
includes	a	pleasing	
variety	of	major	
and	minor.”	

–	Red	Dirt	Report,	10/3/2016	

“Calls	forth	
feelings	of	
pride	and	
hope.”	
–	The	Gayly,	
10/2/2016	

“Charlie’s	
story	is	

optimistic.”	
–	Red	Dirt	Report,	

10/3/2016	


